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In  a  nation  xrhich  has  over  70  percent  of  its  population 
resident  in  urban  areas ;,  it  is  of  little  siirprise  that  most 
of  America's  crimes  -  particularly  crimes  of  violence  -  are 
committed  in  these  same  areas.     It  should  also  be  of  little 
surprise  that  the  foregoing  required  the  highest  concentration 
of  police  officers  per  1000  population  throughout  the  country. 

ilor  is  the  task  of  the  urban  policeman  made  any  easier 
by  the  number  of  his  fellows.     lilac h  individual  city  policeman 
must  not  only  enforce  state  anf  federal  laws,  but  city  ordin- 
ances and  charter  provisions  and,  if  applicable,  county  ordin- 
ances and  charter  provisions. 

Urban  policemen  tend  to  become  isolated  from  the  society 
they  serve,    actively  disliked  by  those  they  apprehend  and 
feared  and  mistrusted  by  the  remainder  of  the  inhabitants. 
Their    isolation  from  the  community  is  increased  by  the  uniforms 
and  guns  they  tTear,  setting  them  apart  from  the  average  citizen, 
and  by  the  political  setting  in  which  departmental  policy  is 
placed. 
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Because  of  the  para-ndlitary  nature  of  police  activities, 
the  individual  policeman  is  often  torn  beti/een  his  duty  to 
his  department  and  the  law  and  his  desire  to  remain  a  part 
of  the  community  he  is  stjorn  to  protect.     Several  forces 
pull  at  liim  (or  her)  in  this  process:     the  lai-rj  the  superiors 
in  his  chain  of  command j  police  and/or  citizen  advisory  and 
review  boards^   racial  conflict j  enforcement  of  le^sl  sanctions 
against  those  who  are  physically  or  socially  ill|   determination 
of  "adequate  force"  as  opposed  to  "excessive  force"  in  main- 
taining order  and  apprehending  suspects |   administration  of 
"curbstone  justice",  particularly  as  it  relates  to  juveniles) 
opportunities  for  graft  and  corruption!   and  the  conflicts 
between  protection  of  the  community  versus  protection  of 
individual  civil  rights. 

Bitter  tilings  happen  to  urban  policemen.     In  addition 
to  the  various  derogatory  nicknames  they  must  endure,   the 
least  of  trhich  are   'pig'   and  'fuzz',   the  last  decade  has  seen 
a  dramatic  increase  in  the  number  of  officers  killed,  parti- 
cularly by  snipers.     Although  crimes  of  violences  themselves 
are  far  from  recent  in  incidence,  th-sre  appears  to  be  a 
growing  trend  towards  lashing  out  at  government  through  one 
of  its  most  visible  appendages  -  the  police. 

The  following  bibliographic  compilation  lists  some  of 
the  sources  wliich  describe  the  lot  of  the  enforcers  of  law 
in  urban  areas.  Although  it  is  not  apparently  possible  to 
legislate  citizen  acceptance  of  the  police  role,  community 
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relations  programs  have  facalitated  some  shifts  in  coranunity 
attitudes^  particularly  in  ghetto  neighborhoods  where 
patrolmen  are  ol  the  same  ethnic  ori^ns  as  the  local 
residents.     As  an  urban  problem,  the  policing  of  the  urban 
area  ranks  high  on  any  list  of  sensitive  issues  to  be  handled 
•with  utmost  care  and  tox\rards  which  solution-producing  research 
must  be  directed. 
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